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11 February 2020 
 
 
 
S/2075/18/OL   Outline planning permission (with all matters reserved) for 

development of up to 4,500 dwellings, business, retail, community, leisure and sports 

uses; new primary and secondary schools and sixth form centre; public open spaces 

including parks and ecological areas; points of access, associated drainage and other 

infrastructure, groundworks, landscaping, and highways works. 
Land adjacent to Waterbeach Barracks & Airfield site, Waterbeach 
RLW Estates Ltd 

 

The Parish Council have considered the latest changes made to the RLW application 

notified to it on 14 January 2020 through the amendments to the following: 

 

 Updated Design & Access statement with schedule of changes  

 Ecology designated sites assessment note  

 Fenland experience strategy document  

 Transport Assessment schedule of clarifications 
 

WPC do not consider that the proposed amendments meet the fundamental objections to 

the proposed application as expressed in the Parish Council’s previous comments 

submitted on 25 July 2018 which concluded: 

 
In conclusion Waterbeach Parish Council UNANIMOUSLY recommend REFUSAL of this planning 
application and believes significant additional information needs to be provided to address the 
issues identified and that no further application should be considered until the results of the 
Local Plan are known, the SPD has been finalised and consulted upon, and an appropriate 
transport strategy has been provided. 

 
The Parish Council has further identified the following matters of concern to the proposed 
amendments: 
 
Link between New Town and Denny Abbey.  The causeway between the two sites is an historic 
route which has been in common use as a public route since medieval times.   
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Moreover prior to the construction of the airfield in 1939 there was a direct link between 
Waterbeach and Chittering with a track from Waterbeach to Winfold Farm and then Denny 
Abbey and a further connection to Chittering from Denny Abbey.  

 
The development area has extended outside the area allocated in the Local Plan. The density of 
dwellings have been extended outside the allocated area. 

 
The flooding strategy still has impact on parts of Waterbeach for which there is no mitigation 
The foul water strategy and interaction with current Anglian Water relocation of the sewerage 
works is unclear 
 
It is noted that the Station area is part bunded and part raised which will further impact the 
visual appearance from the River Cam and Long Drove. 

 
S106 –WPC asks that SCDC  to ensure, for continuity,  that the negotiations follow the same 
format as the U&C document regarding headings.   
 
WPC supports the concerns raised in the objections from Highways England dated 6th January 
2020 and East Cambridgeshire District Council long standing holding objection regarding the 
impact on the A10 and A14/A10. Both agencies refer to the A10 being at capacity especially 
during peak hours and that no further development should occur until such times that 
sustainable mitigations are implemented. 
 
WPC notes that the flood risk and surface water assessment was amended in April 2019. The 
most recent comments to view from the Environment Agency are dated 27th September 2018 
which pre-date this. WPC requests that SCDC ensure that the EA are made aware of the 
amendments to enable them to comment and for their recommendations to be considered 
when determining this application. 
 
WPC notes that the Internal Drainage Board in their response of support of the 30th November 
2018 was on the understanding that the appropriate drainage infrastructure was implemented. 
This will involve a process that needs to be agreed with the Environment Agency. WPC is 
unsighted of any agreement or a further response to the amendments from the Internal 
Drainage Board. 
 
Anglian Water has stated in their response dated 21st of May 2019 that there is no additional 
capacity at the Waterbeach Waste Water treatment Works. The PC would therefore like to ask 
for details on what plans there will be to tanker excess in and out and to have the opportunity to 
comment and for future provision to the parish as a whole. 
 
The Design and Access Plan envisages plans for vehicular access from Cody Road which is of 
great concern and WPC reiterates its objection that Cody Road is not suitable. 
 
Page 9 para 3.38 states that because the public footpath is overgrown it implies this is because 
of low footfall rather than the fact the footpath is not maintained at the height of summer when 
the study took place. It is important that unrestricted use continues and that the path is kept 
well maintained in the natural landscape of the fens and the Cam Washes.  
 
Page 10 paras 4,6 and 4.7 make many assumptions regarding footfall and what may happen 
without supporting evidence as does much of the report.  
 



 

 

 
In conclusion, despite the existence of a current Local Plan and an SPD, Waterbeach Parish 
Council UNANIMOUSLY recommends REFUSAL of this planning application. Results of current 
consultations by Anglian Water and the Greater Cambridge Partnership should also be 
addressed before the application can be approved.  
 
WPC requests that its recommendation of refusal of the amendments to this application are 
considered in conjunction with its original response dated 27th July 2018. 
 

 
  

  
 
Shelley Mason 


